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Khan, foreseeing that such an attack would be attempted, stayed at the
rear and, when it was delivered, made such a vigorous counter-thrust
that he drove the Ozbegs back to the gates of Qarshi. The army then
marched unmolested to the Oxus, but the men suffered much from the
severe cold (it was then the winter of 1737-38). After crossing the river,
they reached Balkh in safety.1

Rida Quli and Tahmasp Khan then marched into the Qunduz district,
because the Governor, at the instigation of the Ozbeg leader Sayyid Khan,
had rebelled. The operations were successful, and resulted in the death
of both the rebel Governor and Sayyid Khan.2 The prince, having settled
the affairs of Qunduz, allowed his rashness to prevail and entered Badakh-
shan, but, when he had reached Kulab, in the western part of that district,
he and Tahmasp Khan received orders from Nadir to return to Balkh
at once and to stay there pending further instructions ; they had perforce
to obey.8

When, in the previous year, Rida Quli had left Mashhad for Andkhud
and Balkh, his cousin 'Ali Quli Khan, the eldest son of Ibrahim Khan,
had been made Governor of Mashhad. 'Ali Quli, who was the same age
as Rida Quli, was a profligate youth who devoted himself far more to his
pleasures than to his official duties.*

As so many men had been called up for service with Nadir and with
Rida Quli, only a small number was available for the defence of Khurasan.
Muliammad Amin Mihtar, a high official in the service of Ilbars, happened
to visit Mashhad at this time, and took note not only of the character
of 'Ali Quli Khan, but also of the scanty garrisons in Khurasan. On
returning to Khiva, this official reported fully to Ilbars, who, as a result,
resolved to raise a large force and then seize Khurasan. After his return
to Khiva from Bukhara, Ilbars summoned all the troops from the five
fortresses (the Besh QaTa) of Khwarizm, and called upon the Qazaq,
Aral, Tekke", Yamut, Sariq, Ersari and other Turkoman tribes to send
contingents. When he had collected a very large force (according to
Muhammad Kazim, 100,000 strong, but this seems an exaggeration),
he boasted that he would conquer Khurasan, defeat Nadir in India and
then add that country to his domains.5

Spies arriving from Khiva informed 'Ali Quli of Ilbars's intentions,
but he refused at first to credit them. Further reports, however, convinced
*Ali Quli and his advisers of the imminence of the danger, and he then.
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